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Article Analysis Paper 
The article describes several institutions and their respective roles in Texas. These institutions include Houston Justice Coalition, Austin Justice Coalition, Black Lives Matters Movement, Minneapolis Police Department, the media, Dallas Chapter of Black Youth Project 100, and Texas Association of Black Personnel in Higher Education (Ura and Fernández).  
The main activity conducted by Houston Justice Coalition, Austin Justice Coalition, Black Lives Matters Movement, Dallas Chapter of Black Youth Project 100, and Texas Association of Black Personnel in Higher Education is organizing and conducting peaceful protests against any form of injustice in Texas and across in solidarity with the whole country. For instance, these institutions came together to demand justice for George Floyd, who was killed by a white Minneapolis police officer. Another reason why these institutions organize peaceful protests is due to the enormous outrage over police killings in the past and recent times (Ura and Fernández). Based on this article, it is evident that many police officers have been involved with the killings of many innocent citizens. Besides George Floyd, other victims of the circumstance include Michael Brown and Michael Ramos, among others. These institutions are also engaging in protests because of the encroaching of racism in the system (Dave et al. 1). The death of George Floyd has sparked racial concerns not only in Texas but also in other U.S states. Many protestors believe that the policing system has been greatly influenced by racial ideologies, thus making it fail in its duty of protecting citizens. For instance, the article reveals that most of the brutal police shootings mainly involve white police officers and the people of colour thus proving racial disparities. These institutions also maintain that this protest will finally bear fruit by bringing change in Texas. The protest also aims at exerting pressure on respective groups that are able to promote changes in the justice system (Ura and Fernández). On the same note, the media is another essential institution that is present in this context. The main reason why the media is involved in this situation is that they are responsible for spreading the news to respective audiences regarding these developing stories. Some of these media outlets described in the article include the Austin Chronicle, the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, and the Dallas Morning News. In the same vein, the Minneapolis Police Department is an institution that has an obligation to maintain law and order in its relevant jurisdiction.
One of the concepts that we have learned about these institutions and behaviours is based on Interest groups. The interest group is also known as an advocacy group. These are organizations that try as much as possible to influence public policy and opinions. These institutions also influence decision-making processes in the country. Houston Justice Coalition, Austin Justice Coalition, Black Lives Matters Movement, Dallas Chapter of Black Youth Project 100, and Texas Association of Black Personnel in Higher Education are all advocacy groups whose main aim is to influence policy issues in the country (Ura and Fernández). One of the intentions of this group is to convince the public on various inefficiencies and ineffectiveness that exists in the police institution. For instance, they persuade the public to unite and fight for police reforms that will eliminate any form of police brutality and racial profiling. These institutions are also advocating for the administration of justice to all victims of police brutality and killings. Therefore, these organizations play a crucial role in pressurizing the criminal justice systems to engage in ethical and legal procedures at all costs.  
The political behavior reflected in the article is people protesting against police brutality geared towards Black Americans.  Ideally, a protest is a channel used by the public to express their dissatisfaction or disapproval of a certain idea (Tufekci 18). The protests were inspired by the brutal killing of a black man identified as George Floyd from Minneapolis by a white Minneapolis officer on the 25th May of 2020 during a police arrest. The 46-year-old was killed by Derek Chauvin, who knelt on George's neck for about eight minutes (Samayeen and McCarthy 11). The other officers who abated the crime include Tuo Thao, Thomas Lane, and Alexander Kueng. 
To add, protests can take various forms as relied on the magnitude of the issue at hand or how well fanned it is by the media. If a social issue of concern is magnified by the media channels, it gets more support and an enhanced result. The article highlights that the death of George Floyd ignited spirited protests because of the circulation of the video of the inhuman act on all social media platforms and its coverage on print media.
Protests can also be inspired by strong movements, coalitions, or organizations that come out in solidarity or offer financial aid during protests. As stated in the article, one of the coalitions on the frontline against police brutality is the Houston Justice Coalition, which emerged in the streets in support of the Black Lives Matter movement. The powerful statements issued by the leaders of such coalitions are also instrumental in stamping the validity of the course. An excellent example is Douglas (one of the co-founders of the Houston Justice Coalition) who revealed that many people had never steeped in the City Hall in support of the movement, but they have come out due to the urgency and pain illustrated in George's death (Ura and Fernandez). 
The article also goes hand in hand with the social conflict theory, which states that whenever there is social inequality in society, friction will always exist between the oppressors and the oppressed. The article states that despite the existence of laws and policies against racial discrimination and unnecessary police killings, Texas, as a state has a long history of the practice, especially against black Americans. The practice is widespread in the USA. Some of the incidences highlighted include the shooting of an unarmed Michael Ramos, Atatiana Jefferson, Botham Jean, among other cases. The broad-daylight killing of George Floyd ignited mass demonstrations as a way of expressing concern and to galvanize solidarity for the Black Lives Matter movement. The movement may end up acquiring support from sympathizers as expressed by non-black Americans stepping in to intervene hence leading to mass protests. The more the intensity of the demonstration, the more attention the issue is given by both the national and state government (Acemoglu et al. 13). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the course, we learned about the role of various branches such as the Congress and the local government. It is apparent that the Congress has the capabilities to legislate on certain maters impacting the citizens.  In this article, Congress lawmakers considered the aspect of police qualified immunity that favors police brutality in the Country. Through qualified immunity, police officers are likely to break the law and get away with it. Such possible legislations might bring hope to the country since every police officer will bear responsibility of every action. Local government is also influential in policy issues. The article shows that the escalation of the protests to the highest levels prompted the local government to propose the banning of the use of chokeholds by the police. The government also supports the creation of national database to records police misconduct. At lower levels, the City Council of Houston is contemplating the use of a chunk of dollars meant for police departments in carrying out investigations concerning police misconduct. Again, Sylvester Turner (Houston Mayor) revealed his willingness to sign an order against chokeholds usage. 
The political history, culture, and power affect what is going on in this article. The political history of Texas has a great impact on human rights movements since antiquity. After the Second World War, various human rights activists in Texas came into limelight. These activists fought for a greater sense of equality among all citizens in Texas. During this period, African Americans and Latinos were the main vulnerable communities that received little attention from the rulers; thus, the need to fight for their rights. Most of the black neighbourhoods developed into centres for activisms due to the urge to attain equality. The above analysis proves that the current movements for justice have their roots in ancient American society. The movements such as Black Lives Matters emerged as a way of fulfilling the desires to achieve equality among all communities in Texas and across America. Therefore, it is vital to note that these movements are not new, but have been into existence since time immemorial. On the same note, political history in relation to Jim Crow laws has influenced whatever is happening today. The laws that supported racial segregation affected the way the society operates in the present (Gil and Marion 18). Such historical developments are likely to influence how most law enforcers operate. Some police officers are likely to develop racial attitudes due to historical influences hence believing in human inequality. For instance, the article shows several cases of brutal killings that police perpetrate on the African American community. This can be explained in the realm of segregation since some white police officers might believe in white supremacy, thus disregarding the equality of human beings.   
The constitution is a fundamental concept that we learned about in this course. This concept is applicable in the analysis of this article in varied ways.  One of these ways is that constitutions give citizens the authority to engage in peaceful protests as a way of presenting grievances. The United States' Constitution, in the First Amendment, protects human liberties in areas such as speech, assembly, press, and petition. The article depicts how American citizens embrace the constitution as they peacefully protest the death of George Floyd (Ura and Fernández).  
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